JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
Sunday, April 4^.
Friday. Lunch with Wells at Reform Club. I wanted to belong
to this club. Went to N.L.C. and got proposed as temporary
member. Tea with Carl Leyel at Savage Club. Bozmans and
Chapman here in the evening.
Saturday.   Enfeebled.    Boatrace.
Tuesday, April 6th.
Expected first rehearsal of " What the Public Wants " yesterday,
but of course it was postponed.
Good Friday, April gth.
Wednesday. Dinner at Ford Madox Huefier's. John Gals-
worthy and wife there. Slight g$ne on my part on first encounter
with Galsworthy, seeing my,recent articles on him. However,
we did well together, and he asked me to dinner. Hueffer said
that Henry James dictated so slowly that he insisted on bis
amanuensis having a novel open before her to read while lie
dictated. He said that Conrad was still as late as ever with
his copy.
All these days magnificent weather. East wind having
gradually died down. Putney Bridge and High Street at
ii a.m. Talk about road to Delhi. " I met a hundred men
on the road to Portsmouth and they were all my brothers"
(Indian Proverb).
Sunday, April nth.
Yesterday, visit to Kew Gardens, preceded by death of Swin-
burne. Seventh day of cloudless sky.
Monday, April igth.
Rehearsals of " What the Public Wants " began on Tuesday.1
Thursday, met Whelen, Tree's private secretary, at Lee Mat-
thew's dub, and gave him ideas for a " Don Juan " for Tree,
Friday, went down in motor with Frank Harris and wife and
Marguerite. Met A. G. Hales, war-correspondent, there. He
gave us his experiences of spiritualism, and an address in Peck-
ham Rye. So we said we would go. We had a great lunch at
the Royal York Hotel, kept by one Preston, with the manners
* At the Aldwych Theatre, where it was produced by the Stage Society,
May 2.
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